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Donna Y. Ford, Ph.D., Ph.D, Vanderbilt Univ., Nashville TN


Guest Speaker





10:00 – 10:50�
Engagement is the First Step for Learning: How Teachers Can Self Assess Engaging Instruction - Jane Eason, Mary Bostic, Ginny Morris, Marjorie Dillard.  This presentation will address K-12 academic areas of English/Language Arts and Social Studies and will be based on current trends, experience, and  achievement gaps concerns with attention to cultural diversity. Information and research will be based on the work of Drs. Janice Hale, Gloria Boutte, Paul Barton, Donna Ford, and Ronnie Hopkins. We know there are factors IN school that have an impact upon student achievement. This presentation will address what we think WILL have a positive impact on student learning.  Student engagement is critical to achievement.  We will offer methods and strategies to engage ALL students including the disenfranchised.  �
�
11:00 – 11:50�
Hughes in Harlem:  A Look at the Life and Legacy of Langston Hughes - Rita Bates, Beverly Hill, Michele Johnson, Presponia Perkins.  The poetry and narratives of Langston Hughes “breathe life” into the study of poetry and support an interdisciplinary unit on the works and contributions of this great author and others during the Harlem Renaissance.  This presentation supports students’ exploration of language and writing skills as they read and interpret  Hughes’ writing style.  The presentation features ready-to-use, standards-based lessons that promote the use of media, technology, literature, and creative expression. Students explore the lyrical  aspects of language and find new modes of expression that deepen their understanding of the historical contributions of African Americans.�
�
1:45 – 2:30�
South Carolina’s African American Historic Places - Jannie Harriot, Barbara Jenkins, Cleveland Sellers, Alada Shinault-Small, Bernie Wright.  A wealth of historic buildings, structures, and sites document the state’s African American heritage from slavery to freedom and from segregation and political and economic disenfranchisement to the struggle for equal rights.  Slave houses, archaeological sites, and rice fields remind us of the legacy of slavery.  Participants will discuss the importance of these sites and their contributions to the unique experience of living in South Carolina.  Session attendees will receive a copy of “African American Historical Places in South Carolina” published by the South Carolina Department of Archives and History in collaboration with the South Carolina African American Commission.�
�
2:40 – 3:20�
Celebrating the Past Enriches the Present:  Service Learning and African American Heritage,  Carole Cooper


This presentation features a curriculum framework that integrates character development and community service into the study of African American History.  The goal of the unit is to help students better understand and celebrate their heritage through a variety of English/Language Arts and social studies activities.  Students will read about and discuss the stories of local families.  They will then have opportunities to collect their own family stories (or those of other local families) and to trace these families' migration to South Carolina.  Students will also be introduced to the important role of storytelling, art and history in heritage celebrations, as well as the importance of sharing with others to enrich the present while preserving the past.


�
�
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10:00 – 10:50�
Breaking the Silence: Teaching the Transatlantic Slave Trade - Lisa Randle.  For four centuries, millions of African men, women and children were captured, shipped across the Atlantic Ocean and sold into slavery. The Transatlantic Slave Trade Project is the first international endeavor to mobilize schools in Africa, the Americas/Caribbean and Europe to develop new educational approaches while promoting intercultural dialogue between young people. This session will provide an overview of the transatlantic slave trade and new activities for teaching content and skills.�
�
11:00 – 11:50�
Incorporating West African Culture into the Curriculum - Donald West, Tim Brown Katharine Purcell, Roger West.  Presenters from the Humanities and Social Science Division at Trident Technical College Will share how they have incorporated the connections between the Lowcountry and West African culture into various disciplines taught within the division.  The presentation is based on an NEH Grant that the division received to study how West African cultural phenomena has been transmitted to and influenced components of the Lowcountry culture, the South, and the rest of the US.�
�
1:45 – 2:30�
SC’s African American Preservation Organizations – Michael Allen, Joseph McGill, Leon Love, Karry Guillory


This session will give an overview of those organization and ways they can be used as resources in the classroom to help students understand their contributions to the unique African American experience�
�
2:40 – 3:20�
Morris Island Expeditions - A Civil War Adventure


Carlin Timmons, Michael Allen, Russell Horres, Joe McGill. National Park Service staff members will provide information on a grant-funded program whose goal is to awaken African American youth to the excitement of history and to the challenges of conservation. Classroom studies on the 54th Massachusetts regiment include the film Glory, primary and secondary sources and culminate with a boat trip to Morris Island, the barrier island where the 54th made their famous assault on Battery Wagner. Hear a 54th re-enactor and view student artwork.�
�






8:30 – 9:00�
Empowering the African American Male - Eric Brown. Black males in the United State suffer from a cultural disconnect in schools. One of the most difficult tasks facing educations today is our inability to expand our focus African American Males.  This session will focus on a systematic approach to address the unique needs of African American males and their families using strategies directed at closing the achievement gap. �
�
9:00 – 9:50�
School Daze:  Student Culture v. School Culture. - Edward Hill, Robert Jackson. Positively Channeling the Energy of a New Generation.  The elements of the hip hop culture govern the lives of our students; however, the educational community fails to capitalize on this culture to improve student achievement. Black popular culture for African American youth creates a value system born out of these same issues.  This presentation will examine the influence of Black popular culture on African American students and its subsequent intersection with the culture found in schools resulting in cultural collision.�
�
10:00 – 10:50�
Increasing the Graduation Rate of African-American Students - Frank Roberson. Just over 50 percent of our African-American students are graduating from high school across America.  This presentation will point out the devastation of this alarming statistic for the American economy and for Black Americans in particular.  More importantly, the presentation will introduce a system to influence a much higher graduation rate among African-American students.�
�
11:00 – 11:50�
Contributors to History:  Remembering Blacks in America’s Wars - Elizabeth Allen, Alexander Holmes, Ron Armstead, William Leftwich,  Maggi Morehouse, Matthew Zimmerman.  Black men and women have fought for America in every war since the Revolutionary War. Yet, more often than not their contributions and sacrifices to nation-building are merely relegated to the footnotes of history. For the most part black men and women’s participation on the battlefield has been largely unrecognized rarely appears in modern public education history texts books and mass media outlets.�
�
1:45 – 2:30�
Introducing African American History in Early Childhood


Jennifer Strickland-Poole


When and how do we introduce African American history in our schooling system?  Does our schooling system provide opportunities for our children to experience African American history beginning in Ancient Africa?  How is the environment structured to ensure that the teaching is culturally responsive?  Join us as we take a look into a kindergarten classroom that conducted an African American history study.





�
�
2:40 – 3:20�
The African American History Monument- A Tool for Teaching History -- Ginetta Hamilton


This presentation is designed to introduce the members in the audience to the African American History Monument.  Not only will the participants learn important facts about the legislation that led to the construction of the monument, they will learn the five w’s of incorporating the Monument as a tool for teaching history in the classroom, or simply passing African American history on to others.





�
�






8:30 – 9:00�
A Journey into the Past:  Integrating Local Places and Sources to Teach African American History in South Carolina - Leah Brown, Don Stewart.  Take a trip through time with Leah Brown and Don Stewart from the South Carolina Department of Archives and History.  During this session, participants will receive a sampling of primary sources and a guide to historic places relating to African American heritage in South Carolina from the 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries.�
�
9:00 – 9:50�
Road Trip! Through South Carolina Civil Rights History - Urica Pope.  Road Trip!  is an interactive educational Web site designed to deepen middle school students’ understanding of and interest in historical civil rights issues in South Carolina.  Road Trip! brings a fresh interpretive approach to teaching history to technologically aware children.  Virtual instruments actively allow the viewer to “travel” back in time to historical events and places that mirrored or set in motion national debates within the civil rights movement from the 1940s through the early 1970s.�
�
10:00 – 10:50�
Using the Book of Names to Teach African American History – Frank Smith


The African American Freedom Fighters foundation and Civil War Memorial has compiled a text to study the individual histories of men and women who served during the civil war.  This presentation brings full dimension to otherwise obscure and faceless heroes. 


�
�
11:00 – 11:50�
Gang Activity in South Carolina’s Public Schools - Ingrid Moore Watson.  The presentation looks at data from a recent study examining gang activity and its impact on public high schools in South Carolina. Data was collected regarding the perceptions of principals and school resource officers about the level of gang activity and its perceived effects.  In addition, perceived levels of gang activity were correlated to school performance indicators such as ethnicity, free and reduced lunch percentages, attendance, and the Report Card absolute ratings.�
�
1:45 – 2:30�
The Use of Poetic Verse and Story Telling Teaching History - Hari Jones


The purpose of this presentation is to offer a creative approach to engaging students in the study of history.  The use of poetic verse to share historical facts, dates, events, and concepts is compelling to young audiences.  This presentation will demonstrate how this method is currently being used at the African American Civil War Museum.�
�
2:45 – 3:30�
The New Financial Reality for Adults and students in America, especially African Americans - William Cheeks.  This presentation will share some old financial realities and then share current ones.  I will share financial statistics and the financial health of the average family.  I will provide some suggestions to improve these conditions and provide some materials to use to improve their conditions.�
�
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10:00 – 10:50�
The Making of African American Identity:  History, Literature, Art From Slavery Times through the Civil Rights Movement - Richard R. Schramm.  In this session Dr. Richard R. Schramm, the Vice President for Education Programs at the National Humanities Center, will introduce the The Making of African American Identity, a three-volume online collection of primary resources—historical documents, literary texts, and art—designed for teacher professional development seminars and for use with students.  Volume I covers the years from 1502 to 1865; Volume II, 1865 to 1915, and Volume III, 1915 to 1968.�
�
11:00 – 11:50�
Using Video Games to Critique High-Stakes Testing - Jonathan Gayles, Ph.D.  There is immense research and contentious debate regarding the role of testing in creating disadvantage for African American students in a variety of schooling contexts. This paper describes a classroom exercise that demonstrates the limits of testing using a popular video game.�
�
1:45 – 2:30�
Congressman Robert Smalls: A Patriot’s Journey from Slavery to Capitol Hill - Adrena Ifill.  Congressman Robert Smalls: A Patriot’s Journey from Slavery to Capitol Hill is a story full of Americanisms – strong work ethic, rags-to-riches, patriotism.  This documentary follows Smalls’ evolution from a slave to Civil War hero to master politician.  Told from the perspective of why he chose this journey, the story demonstrates personal commitment and strength, foreshadowing the modern day civil rights movement, which drew upon these qualities.�
�
2:45 – 3:30�
How Can We Teach Diversity Before We Have Inclusion?


Cynthia Porcher


How can we talk of diversity, when so many pages of South Carolina history are missing from the mainstream?  South Carolina history is the story of Native Americans and their adaptation to Europeans and Africans in their cultural landscape.  It is also the story of European Americans and Africans and their adaptation to the new land.  The influences of one population upon the other have led to our unique “southern-ness.”  Our shared history and cultural traditions are deeply intertwined.  This presentation will focus upon research conducted in the Lowcountry.


�
�
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8:30 – 9:00�
Using Genealogy to Teach African-American History - Harris Bailey, Jr. For many African-American students in secondary schools there is a substantial disconnect between the study of history and their sense of its relevance to their lives.  By incorporating aspects of genealogical research into the study of history, the instructor can personalize the historical experience for all students.  This personalized historical approach would combine aspects of standard historical methodology with genealogical research methods in the study of United States history.�
�
9:00 – 9:50�
Infusing Cultural Connections to Enhance Ocean Science Education:  A professional development model for middle school teachers - Blondelle Tolliver. This professional development model developed by the Center for Ocean Sciences Education Excellence-SouthEast and the SC GEAR UP program engages teachers in science and mathematics concepts integrated with the rich cultural history of the Lowcountry.�
�
10:00 – 10:50�
Clarifying the Idea of Infusion - Marguerite Garvey. African American history must not be allowed to become subordinate in the process of “infusion.”  Laying a set of universal concepts of human experiences over the chronological process of African American history can potentially equalize it, and transform the purposes of teaching history in general.  The concepts include ideas such as:  human struggle, accomplishments and failures.�
�
11:00 – 11:50�
Closing the Achievement Gap:  Promoting a Scholar Identity Among Black Males - Gilman Whiting


Whiting has identified the nine characteristics of a student who sees himself as a � scholar and strong student: self-efficacy, which includes self-confidence, � personal faith and a sense of self-responsibility; the willingness to make � sacrifices to reach one goals�
�
1:45 – 2:30�
Teaching Cultural Diversity in the Classroom Using the African American Experience - Jannie Dease Greene. Local author, Jannie Dease Greene, will present two culturally rich books that uniquely depict the African American experience.  These books, Grandpa’s Tales, and Low Country Lore: haunts, hags and plat-eyes will fascinate students of all ages with stories, superstitions and old time remedies actually used by African Americans in the Low Country of South Carolina.  South Carolina Academic Standards in Reading, Science, Social Studies, and Mathematics are easily aligned with these works. �
�
2:45 – 3:30�
Linguistics Lenses:  A New “Look” at Content Delivery - Lee Shaffer.  Drawing from the work of renowned linguists, speech pathologists, and sociologist Ruby Payne, the presenter will describe the still-evolving implications of the linguistics paradigm.  Tailored to the composition of the gathering, the workshop will examine the nature of paradigms and how they shift.  Looking at education through linguistics lenses will not send participants away with a plethora of tools and gimmicks.  What it will do is put participants in touch with some basic precepts about language as human behavior and suggest ways that linguistic awareness can be woven into the fabric of a learning community from district-level policy statements to curriculum development to parent-school communication to classroom activities and interaction in all subject areas.�
�
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